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the dispositions of the will had not been sufficient for
those who had suggested them, and that, not content
with having established themselves as masters of the
state, they themselves should have thought those dis-
positions so strange that in order to re-assure them, it
had been thought necessary to make them masters of
the person of the King, of the Regent, of the Court,
and of Paris. He added, that if his honour and all law
and rule had been wounded by the dispositions of the
will, still more violated were they by those of the codi-
cil, which left neither his life nor his liberty in safety,
and placed the person of the King in the absolute de-
pendence of those who had dared to profit by the feeble
state of a dying monarch, to draw from him conditions
he did not understand. He concluded by declaring
that the regency was impossible under such conditions,
and that he doubted not the wisdom of the assembly
would annul a codicil which could not be sustained,
and the regulations of which would plunge France
into the greatest and most troublesome misfortune.
Whilst this prince spoke a profound and sad silence
applauded him without explaining itself.

The Due du Maine became of all colours, and began
to speak, this time being allowed to do so. He said
that the education of the King, and consequently his
person, being confided to him, as a natural result, entire
authority over his civil and military household fol-
lowed, without which he could not properly serve him
or answer for his person. Then he vaunted his well-
known attachment to the deceased King, who had
put all confidence in him.

M. le Due d'Orleans interrupted him at this word,